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Whether your school is bringing children back into the building, starting virtually or doing a little bit of both, 
we know school leaders, school nurses and child care operators are on the front lines of keeping students safe 
and healthy.  Dayton Children’s wants to support you in offering consistent, evidence-based 
recommendations to navigate the current situation.  Our back-to-school task force is working with the Ohio 
Department of Health, county health departments and the Ohio Children’s Hospital Association to create a 
resource hub for information and materials. You will find all these materials as we add them on our website 
at childrensdayton.org. 
 
After talking with many school leaders and nurses, the first topics we wanted to tackle for you are: 

• Guidance on exemptions for masks  
• Protocol for front-line COVID-19 screening  
• Potential scenarios 

mask exemptions 
As of August 4, Governor DeWine announced that everyone in an Ohio school should wear a mask. While we 
certainly understand the mixed feelings regarding masks, evidence continues to show that universal masking 
is one of the best ways to prevent the spread of infectious disease and lessen the severity of the illness. At the 
same time, we know that teachers and students may not have access to surgical grade masks that studies are 
based on. Cloth masks vary widely in construction, quality and maintenance. Given those factors, it is hard to 
quantify the impact of this intervention, so the protocols are framed accordingly. For those districts with the 
ability to provide surgical masks to their staff and students, there is an adjusted protocol. Please email 
professionaloutreach@childrensdayton.org and we will be happy to share. 
 
protocol for screening  
Many of you will be faced with the challenge of deciphering a child’s symptoms. We created an algorithm that 
can guide your screening and decide how best to help that child. We have also included an instructional guide 
to explain the algorithm, for those in your office who may not have a nursing background.  It is adaptable to 
your school’s unique situation. 
 
potential scenarios 
With hundreds of children and teachers, there are sure to be just as many scenarios with varying details that 
you will encounter. No one can foresee all the details, however we selected 12 scenarios for a reference with 
answers on who should seek a health care evaluation, who should be isolated or quarantined, and when the 
individual can return to school. There may be nuances that change your decision from the answers given. 
 
The information in these materials was taken from published materials from the Centers for Disease Control, 
with review by the Ohio Department of Health, Public Health, Dayton & Montgomery County and key 
community stakeholders. We hope this will be the first of many communications to assist you. Although there 
may be future versions of what we provide today, we felt it important to get this to you now as schools begin 
to open. You can also call our COVID-19 hotline for urgent questions at 1-888-746-KIDS (5437). It is available 
8 am to 8 pm every day.  

Thank you for all you do every day for our children and families!  
 
Sincerely, 

Adam Mezoff, MD, CPE, AGAF      Sherman Alter, MD                     Kelly Sandberg, MD, MSc  

chief medical officer,      division chief,      chief medical quality officer 

VP for care transformation      infectious disease     

MezoffA@childrensdayton.org          AlterS@childrensdayton.org     SandbergK@childrensdayton.org       
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